CHAPTER XVIII
CONCLUSION
THE question whether it was wise for the world to abandon the double standard of gold and silver is one that possesses only an academic interest in the present day. Fate has decided in favour of the single gold standard ; no country of importance now maintains a silver standard except China, and it is only a question of a few years before China, also, will change her Standard of Value.
It must be admitted that neither gold nor silver, nor a combination of the two metals, could be expected to give an ideal Standard, and it is possible that in the course of time a metallic Standard may cease to be used and some other form of Standard of Value brought into operation, but we are still a long way from that consummation.
Good authorities have said that although a combination of gold and silver might be expected to give a slightly better Standard of Value than either metal used alone, yet it is by
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